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I, COMMUNIST INTENTIONS TOWARD MAINLAND SOUTHEAST ASIA 

A* Currant Communist Strategy o The present Chinese Communist 
strategy toward revolutionary movements in Southeast Asia apparently 
is to provide these movements with moral support and limited military 
assistance* in order to facilitate the establishment wherever possible 
both of Communist- controlled native armies operating from strategic 
bases accessible to Communist China and of Communist regimes on China ®s 
periphery o Peiping seems to have supplied military aid on a signifi- 
cant a o&le only to those movements that have already demonstrated both 
viability and politieal reliability* Communist China seems to have 
observed the restriction that Southeast Asian movements should supply 
their own manpower and that Chinese "volunteers" should be utilised on 
a strictly limited and covert basis in teohnioal and advisory positions < 
To date major quantities of materiel* advisors* and training facilities 
seem to have been provided only to the foroes of Ho Chi !'inh p with the 
Communist movements of Surma and Malaya receiving limited assistance© 


25X1 



official as stating that (2) the DRV Army does not require the aid of 
Chinese troops so long as no "united armed interference" is undertaken 
by the "imperialists j" (b) it is the "priviledge and duty" of the Chinese 
Communist Party to give "moral support and teohnioal aid" to Asian 
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revolutionary movements} (o) adequate military forces must be stationed 
on China°6 borders to resist possible attacks by the " imperialists'* 
who may utilise Kuomintang remnants against Communist China 6 This 
report seems to describe the policy that has so far been followed by 
the Peiping regime#) 

B=- Recent Indications of a Possible Change in Strategy o During 

weeks purported 


Chinese Communist preparations for more active intervention in Indo 


25X1 C 


china and possible Burma and Thailand# 



In particular 0 it appears probable that additional Chinese 
Communist troops have been moved into the provlnoea on China® s southern 
border and that communications facilities on both sides of the Sino» 
Vietnamese border have been improved and repairedo In addition* 
Communist propaganda from all sources concerning alleged Western plane 
for "aggression™ In Southeast Asia has been greatly stepped up during 
reoent weeks 0 airfield improvements within jet 

range of Indochina , of the reequipment of Chinese troops near the border 
with Soviet supplies* of stepped-up materiel deliveries to the DRV 
forces* and of stockpiling of military equipment on the Chinese side 
the border 25X1 C 
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None of the available data provides any conclusive evldenoe 
concerning Chinese Communist intentions o Troop movements , materiel 
stockpiling, and communications improvements could ell be explained as 
aspects of Peiping *• announced program of military modernisation and 
economio reconstruction, while the propaganda build-up could be merely 
a phase of the current world Communist oampalgn to demonstrate the 
"aggressive" intent underlying American proposals for a Korean settle* 
ment, for mutual security, and for the UN collective measures oemroittee® 

Co Faotors Underlying a Possible Shift in Communist Strategy » 

More active Chinese intervention in Southeast Asia could conceivably be 
initiated for either of two general reasons i (a) the Communist 
leadership may feel that an inorease in Chinese intervention would 
pay a sic cable dividend either in terms of the area conquered for 
Communism or in terms of the resulting attrition of Western strength; 
or (b) the Communist leadership may fear a serious military threat 
either to the DRV or to South China which oould not be oountered by 
present policies* In either oaae, the Communist leadership would 
face the questions of whether Southeast Asia represents the most 
suitable and urgent locale for increased military activity, whether 
Chinese military intervention is the most suitable strategy, what would 
be the impact of military intervention on other world Communist objectives, 
and, most important of all, what would be the probable western counter^ 
measures to Chinese intervention* The last of these oonsi derations may 
bo the ofijr/ciftl one* 


Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R01 01 2A001 000030004-2 


SECRET* 

SECURlfOSTOlMATION 



Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R01 01 2A001 000030004-2 

W s-/ 

3ECRBT «4- 

SECURlfTTTORMATIOH 

D* Present Communist Estimate of Western Intentions o Reoaat 

Western development* and statements, particularly those following the 

Singapore Conference, the Washington Tripartite talks on Southeast , 

Asia, and the Truman-* Chur chi 11 talks (including statements by Bden, 

Juin, Truman, and Churchill) almost certainly hare been studied by the 

Communists as Indications of possible Western intentions in regard to 

Southeast Asia, as hare reoent domes tio dcrclopments in Fraooe« Judging 

from the Communist propaganda reaction to theee events, the Communists 
« 

appear to hare noted, on the one h&ndt, the area of disagreement between 
■ the US, the UK, and Prance on Par Eastern problems and the growing 

dissatisfaction within Prance with the course of the war in Indoehina, 
and on the other, the repeatedly expressed Western determination to 
resist Communist aggression and to prevent future Korea s the latter 
interpreted by the propaganda as indications of Western "aggressive 
intentions o n It Is likely that the Communists have concluded that 
the ^est may resist overt aggression in Southeast Asia with determination*** 
a conclusion that la reinforced by experl enoes in Korea — but that the 
West would probably react with less resolution and vigor to a gradual 
deterioration of the anti -Communist position in the areao It is 
probable that the Communists do not expeot at this time a determined 
and effective effort to extirpate Communist movements in Indochina and 
Burma o In general, the Communists probably feel that they have the 
initiative in Southeast Asia and that effective Western aotion will 
not be forthcoming during the next few months if Communist objectives 
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»**• pursued with sufficient subtlety, but that there is cone 1 dor able 
danger of a strong western reaction if an overt Chinese invasion la 
attempted » It cannot be determined whether the Communists view this 
danger as grant enough to be a serious deterrent to aggression in South- 
east Asia, particularly in view of the uncertain effeot on the 
Communist estimate of western Intentions of reoent domestic political 
developments in the US and Franoe, of the British preoccupation in 
the Bear East„ and of statements from various American sources that 
the US does not plan to oonsxlt troops to Southeast Asia* 
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